
O ne hundred and three years ago, during the Winter of 
1913, Tyrone High School published its first student 

newspaper in pamphlet form and christened it The 
Spokesman.  In those long ago days, even though the 
shadows of World War I had darkened the American horizon, 
editors of Tyrone High’s Spokesman still included hilarious 
humor in their quarterly 
newspapers.  To humor readers, 
the December 1914 Spokesman 
printed these “Five Secrets to 
Becoming a Successful Freshman”: 
1) Come late to school every 

morning and joke with 
Principal Raker, even if he 
bawls you out. 

2) Swear in front of the teachers.  
They believe it’s fine and 
manly. 

3) Always  whist le  whi le 
walking through the halls and 
if a teacher speaks to you 
about it, offer them a cigarette 
or chew. 

4) Never take home any books.  
You might learn something 
and that would be awful. 

5) If a recitation or a teacher 
bores you, just go to sleep and 
snore in class.   
After a century, yesterday’s Tyrone Spokesman reporters 

never would dream that their beloved school newspaper, The 
Spokesman, would live on in today’s award winning digital 
news publication, christened Eagle Eye News.  Likewise, 
faithful readers of today’s online newspaper Eagle Eye News 
might find themselves surprised by the SOCIAL, 

SCHOLASTIC, SPORTING and SPIRITUAL EVENTS 
reported in the ivory pages of Tyrone’s Spokesman 
newspaper of a hundred years ago.       

Social Events Reported in The Spokesman 
In those months before America entered World War I, like 

any popular public school newspaper, The Spokesman 
faithfully reported “the hidden 
curriculum” of  SOCIAL EVENTS 
which unfolded after school 
hours at “dear old Tyrone High.”  
In the March 1915 issue of the 
school newspaper, a curious 
story appeared describing a 
senior sleigh ride from Tyrone, to 
Alexandria, to Water Street, and 
back to Tyrone.       

Chaperoned by Principal 
William Raker and History/
German Teacher Isabelle Gray 
Mattern, at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, 
January 22, Tyrone seniors set 
out by sleigh on a winter’s 
journey from Tyrone to 
Alexandria—home of Juniata 
Valley High School.  At 
Alexandria, the senior sleighing 
party reversed course and 
returned to the Water Street Inn 

around 1:00 a.m.  At the Inn, they listened to a recitation by 
blind Spokesman reporter Ralph Wolfgang.  Listening to the 
recitation, they lapped up light refreshments of dried beef 
sandwiches, coffee, olives, and homemade pickles.  After 
their night luncheon, the sleighing seniors departed from the 
Water Street Inn and arrived back in Tyrone the next 

(Continued on page 3) 
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By Richard Merryman, Feature Writer 

Soaring Forward  

to Explore, 

Challenge, 

and Succeed! 

Tyrone Area School District 
Home of the Golden Eagles 

 It is the policy of the Tyrone Area 
School District not to discriminate on 
the basis of sex, handicap, race and 
national origin in its educational and 
vocational programs, activities, or 
employment as required by Title IX, 
Section 504, and Title VI.  Please 
direct questions about this policy to 
Ms. Cathy Harlow, Superintendent of 
Schools, at 814.684.0710, Extension 
4123. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/TyroneASD 

 

https://twitter.com/TyroneASD  

 

 

Looking pleasant, these fourteen teachers pose for the 
1916 Tyrone yearbook (The Falcon) photograph on 
the front steps of the 1911 Lincoln Avenue High 
School.  Smiling from the middle of the back row sat 
Tyrone Math Teacher, Choral Director, Principal, 
and Superintendent John Gaunt, who in 1917 went 
off to fight in World War I. 

http://www.tyrone.k12.pa.us/
http://www.facebook.com/TyroneASD
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What’s Inside 

I t is hard to believe we are more than half way through the 2015-16 school year.  We 
start the second half of the year full of promise and much pride in what has been 

accomplished to date.  I would like to take this opportunity to provide an update on the 
district’s 2015-16 goals and priorities which were presented in the last issue of TyNotes.  The 
staff and administration have been working diligently towards these efforts to assure every 
student’s success.   

Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS), a culture of literacy, math alignment, and 
technology integration are all components of this year’s plan to improve instruction.   

 MTSS—During 2015-16, an elementary team is participating in a yearlong Tier 3 Problem Solving training 
associated with MTSS.  This three tiered model provides additional support to all students through 
supplemental instruction or intervention dependent upon the child’s needs.   

 Literacy—The board recently approved the purchase of a supplemental reading program to support those 
students who are not responding to the balanced literacy program and current interventions.   

 Math—We are continuing implementation of our new math series, Go Math, which is aligned to the PA core 
standards.   

 Technology—Currently, each high school student (Grades 9-12) has access to a Chromebook during the 
instructional day and many are able to take them home as well.  This year we have focused on providing 
professional development for our staff to effectively integrate technology into their instruction.   

As you can see, we are dedicated to improving the learning experience for each child in the Tyrone Area 
School District.   

I hope you find the information contained in this edition of TyNotes interesting and informative.  If you have 
comments regarding information included in this publication or suggestions for future topics, please contact the 
Superintendent’s Office at 814-684-0710, extension 4123 or via email at tlsharer@tyrone.k12.pa.us.   

 

Cathy L. Harlow 

Superintendent of Schools 

TYRONE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

Board of Education 

James B. Crawford, President          Brian L. Bressler, Vice President 

Mollie K. Bakhsheshe, Rose A. Black, William P. Hartsock, 

Reverend Norman E. Huff, Luther J. Laird, 

Randy L. Miles Sr.,  James E. Raabe 
 

Administration 

Cathy L. Harlow, Superintendent of Schools 

Leslie A. Estep, Director of Curriculum & Instruction PreK-12 

John E. Clark, Business Administrator 

Kourtney L. Klock, School Psychologist  

Thomas R. Muir, Physical Plant Supervisor  

Thomas A. Yoder, High School Principal  

Kristen N. Pinter, Middle School Principal  

Lisa A. Hartsock, Elementary School Principal 

Amanda M. Kurtz, Assistant Elementary School Principal 

Glen A Drager, Network Administrator  
 

Deans of Students 

Michael F. McKee-ES, Lindsay N. Miksich-MS, Lucas D. Rhoades-HS  

 

T he Tyrone Area School Board welcomed two new members at its 

reorganizational meeting held in December.  Mrs. Mollie (Templeton) 

Bakhsheshe and Mr. Randy Miles Sr. were elected in November to serve four-year 

terms, filling the seats vacated by Mrs. Cynthia Banas and Mrs. Paula Dorminy.  In 

addition to their many board-related responsibilities, Mrs. Bakhsheshe serves as 

Chairperson of the Public and Student Relations Committee and Mr. Miles serves 

as Chairperson of the Board Regulatory Activities Committee. 

mailto:tlsharer@tyrone.k12.pa.us
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morning, in time for a Saturday morning breakfast.  How 
astonishing that parents of this era would allow their 
teenagers to roam all over the Central Pennsylvania 
countryside on a sleigh, in the middle of the night, 
accompanied by two high school faculty members!   

Another social event reported in the November 1913 
Spokesman newspaper described a reception which juniors 
and seniors staged in the 1911 Lincoln Avenue Senior High 
School for their parents and for Tyrone School Board 
members on October 16, 1913.  The student newspaper 
described how juniors and seniors transported large rugs, 
beautiful pictures, rocking chairs, and several couches up the 
steep school steps into the lower school corridor to transform 
the 1911 Tyrone High School into “Home Sweet Home.”  
The faculty lounge became an Oriental Garden, with six 
students serving tea and crackers, as music emanated from 
Tyrone High’s one and only Victrola (record player).  

In the second f loor  
auditorium, parents and school 
board members enthusiastically 
were entertained with student 
readings by Esther Kennedy, 
Beth Jones, and Ralph 
Wolfgang, with vocal solos 
by Choral Director Miss 
Freeman and Superintendent 
John Gaunt.  Tyrone Juniors 
Thelma Davis and Pearl 
Cowher offered piano solos.  
At the close, “dainty 
refreshments” were served to 
the guests by the Tyrone 
students.         

Scholastic Events Reported in The Spokesman  
Not surprisingly, a century ago, life at Tyrone High 

consisted of more than after school social events reported by 
the school newspaper.  During the school day, which lasted 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., a multitude of SCHOLASTIC 
EVENTS occupied the attention of Tyrone scholars.  Even as 
the March 1913 Spokesman reported on the establishment of 
Tyrone’s High School library with three hundred volumes on 
the second floor, that same March 1913 Spokesman issue 
described a practice recitation seminar held each Wednesday 
afternoon.  In that seminar, various teachers and students 
rendered practice recitations for everyone to hear.  Then, 
trained teachers evaluated the quality of the recitations.  The 
school newspaper insinuated that these recitations would be 
vital to student success later in life.  Student recitations would 
prove supremely beneficial on May 1, 1916, when Tyrone 
students presented Shakespeare’s Comedy entitled, “As You 
Like It,” to commemorate the 300th anniversary of 
Shakespeare’s death.   

According to the March 1913 Spokesman, in science 
class, Biology Professor Persing had chosen to carry “stones, 
mushrooms, mosses, frogs, salamanders, snakes, fish, 
butterflies, moths and every manner of creeping thing from 
hill and dale into his science classroom as fit objects from 
nature for study—instead of relying on books.”  The May 

1916 Spokesman reported that in Latin class, Teacher Hazel 
Burkholder conducted students on the perilous journey of 
Virgil’s Roman Hero Aeneas, even as he traveled to Hell and 
back in Virgil’s Epic Poem The Aeneid.        

The May 1916 Spokesman indicated that in German class, 
Teacher Isabell Gray Mattern insisted that her students polish 
their vowel pronunciations as they refined their oral 
recitations in German.  Not surprisingly, until America 
became involved in World War I, Tyrone High held the 
German language in rather high esteem.  Most issues of the 
school newspaper included a section devoted to the German 
Language Club—written exclusively in the German 
language.  However, once America involved herself in World 
War I hostilities in 1917 and then again in World War II in 
1941, German disappeared from the Tyrone High School 
language curriculum—forever.  

In the April 1914 edition of The Spokesman, Editor Jackson 
Holtzinger reported that Tyrone High students had prepared to 

study two operas in music 
classes—Richard Wagner’s 
“Lohengrin” and Giuseppe 
Verdi’s “Il Trovatore.”  As 
expected, Editor Holtzinger 
asserted that this opera study 
probably would be accomplished 
mostly by listening to recordings 
of the two operas on the one and 
only school Victrola.     

Finally, one of the sidelines 
of Tyrone Scholastic Events 
involved student government.  
The December 1915 Spokesman 
reported that Tyrone High’s 
business/commercial students 

had assumed responsibility for marking and grading their 
own shorthand papers.  The same issue of the school 
newspaper indicated that in both upstairs and downstairs 
hallways, “student watchdogs” policed and reported pupils 
congregating in the corridors, loitering at the pencil sharpener 
and water fountain, or creating any kind of commotion in the 
hallways.       

Sporting Events Reported in The Spokesman 
Once the school bell rang at 4:00 p.m. and scholastic 

events concluded, SPORTING EVENTS commenced.  Make 
no mistake about it, one hundred years ago, school sporting 
events unfolded very differently from school athletic events 
in this twenty-first century.  One of the factors that affected 
Tyrone High sports in those days was the lack of an actual 
school gymnasium.  To tell the truth, Tyrone High did not 
house a gymnasium and would not house a gymnasium until 
the addition of the Lincoln Avenue Junior High School in 
1929.  Athletes practiced and played their games in a modest 
gymnasium housed in the old YMCA building, located near 
the railroad tracks, across Fourteenth Street from the Logan 
Beverage Company, on the land now occupied by the Tyrone 
Park townhouses.  In many reports of sporting events then, 
journalists called this YMCA gymnasium—“The 
Auditorium.”  

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 

Few lifetime residents 
realize that this large 
brick mansion which 
once sat where the 
Tyrone Park townhouses 
now stand near the 
railroad tracks at 
Washington Avenue 
and Fourteenth Street 
was occupied by the 

Tyrone YMCA.  This mansion contained an auditorium 
which also doubled as a gymnasium where athletes from 
the Tyrone Senior High School held their practices and 
played their games.  The 1911 Lincoln Avenue High 
School (Tyrone’s second high school) did not add a 
gymnasium until 1929.  
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By 1915, Tyrone basketball players enjoyed the luxury of 
a beautiful new gymnasium in Tyrone’s $225,000 YMCA, 
erected in 1913 along Logan Avenue by the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Company.  Tyrone’s YMCA came equipped with a 
gym on the first floor, an auditorium on the second floor, and 
bowling alleys and a swimming pool on the ground floor 
(underneath Logan Avenue).  

The November 1913 Spokesman lamented the fact that 
Tyrone High did not field a football team that autumn 
because they lacked the heavyweights to produce a good 
team.  Basketball looked more promising for the 1913-1914 
season.  However, The Spokesman reminded the guys that 
the year before Tyrone girls had won Tyrone’s Basketball 
Championship and the men would have to “steal back” the 
championship from the ladies—if they could.         

The women’s team distinguished themselves as 
champions in a number of realms.  The March 1913 
Spokesman issue complimented the girl’s basketball team for 
“boosting” the guys by cheerfully handing over their evening 
YMCA gymnasium time to the guys, so that the male 
basketball team could secure some much needed practice 
before facing “the enemy.”  Tyrone Principal/Choral 
Director/Superintendent John Gaunt coached the basketball 
team, with Mr. Replogle assisting.      

Frequently, the school newspaper carefully cautioned 
Tyrone students that to secure competitive teams cost Tyrone 
High much money—with much of the money being offered 
by private taxpayers.  Spokesman newspapers indicated that 
Tyrone High had played teams they would never play 
today—Altoona High School, Bucknell Academy, 
Johnstown High School, and even Saint Francis College at 
Loretto.  And boisterously, in the Winter 1914 Spokesman, 
the newspaper threatened that, “if crowds of students did not 
increase at Tyrone basketball games, the remaining games on 
the schedule would have to be cancelled—case closed!”   

Of course, speaking of cancellations, the March 1913 
Spokesman regretfully reported that Tyrone High’s spring 
baseball season would have to be cancelled, since the 
previous year’s baseball players had nearly all quit school 
before graduation.  That spring Spokesman also mourned that 
Tyrone High had not fielded a winning team at Tyrone’s 
Athletic Park, where Gardner’s Candy Factory now stands, 
since the days of Tyrone High baseball players Miller, Dixon, 
and Little. 

Spiritual Events Reported in The Spokesman 
In this secular age, the words spiritual and school 

sometimes connote conflict.  Any Bible reading or prayer in 
the public schools today usually produces the prospect of a 
hostile lawsuit.  Tyrone school Spokesman newspapers 
published a century ago paint a more peaceful portrait of 
school SPIRITUAL EVENTS in those days.  In that era, just 
before World War I, one of the classes in Tyrone’s school 
curriculum included weekly morning compulsory chapel 
services, held in Tyrone High School’s 330 seat, second floor 
auditorium. 

The May 1916 Spokesman issue mentioned that one 
Reverend Kellie, a missionary from China, spoke to Tyrone 
students in chapel about China, and its physical and spiritual 
needs.  At another school chapel service, a Professor Roy 
Young, formerly of the Altoona Symphony Orchestra, 
performed several selections for students on “his wonderful 
violin.”    

As might be expected in a public school, student conduct 
in chapel services always did not embrace the ideal.  In the 
April 1913 Spokesman issue, the student newspaper editors 
lamented that Tyrone Principal Raker had lectured students 
about their substandard conduct during weekly morning 
chapel services.  The 1913 Spokesman complimented Tyrone 
students that their chapel behavior had improved, BUT 
editors cautioned them that chapel is a religious service, and 
that students should strive for absolute perfection of conduct 
in the religious realm at chapel.       

Thus, those who take the time to peruse Tyrone High’s 
one hundred year old Spokesman newspapers can rest 
assured that student journalists from that era exerted much 
energy to report the SOCIAL, SCHOLASTIC, SPORTING, 
and SPIRITUAL EVENTS of those long ago days, as 
faithfully and honestly as they could.  And like the hard-
working student journalists of Tyrone High’s Eagle Eye 
News today, most student journalists strive to enrich their 
reporting with lessons which readers could carry with them 
after graduation into all the days of their lives.       

Quite possibly, few students accomplished that mission as 
nobly as Freshman Journalist William Fryer, who authored 
these quaint verses in the November 1913 Spokesman issue:    

 

The test of a student is the fight he makes 

The grit he daily shows 

The way he stands on his feet and takes 

Life’s numerous bumps and blows. 
 

A coward can smile when there’s naught to fear 

When nothing his progress bars 

But it takes a hero to stand and cheer 

While another student stars. 
 

It is not the victory after all 

But the fight that the student makes 

‘Tis he, though driven to the wall 

Cruel fate’s hard blows still takes. 
 

Still firm he stands, with head held high 

He’s not afraid to fall 

He never utters a groan or cry 

Though tossed by the roughest gale.  
 

The bumps you get in Tyrone High 

Show your mettle and your grit 

So then don’t either shriek or sigh 

If sometimes you get hit!   

(Continued from page 3) 

We extend our gratitude to 1971 Tyrone graduate Beth Wingate Reader for providing nine copies of World War I Era Tyrone 

Spokesman newspapers gathered from the collection of her great-great aunt—Mrs. Alma Meehan Wingate who graduated from 

Tyrone High School in 1916.  Married to Richard Wingate, Alma lived from 1896 to 1984 and resided at 1260 Lincoln Avenue. 
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P reschool Registration for  the 2016-2017 
school year will be held on Wednesday, March 30 

and Thursday, March 31 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at 
Tyrone Area Elementary School.  To be eligible for the 
K3 Preschool Program, children must be three years old 

before September 1, 2016, and 
to be eligible for the K4 
Preschool Program, children 
must be four years old before 
September 1, 2016.  To 
request an application or more 
information, please contact 
Amanda Kurtz, Assistant 
Principal, at 814-684-1342, 
extension 2225.  

Kindergarten Registration for  the 2016-2017 

school year will be held on Wednesday, April 6 from 

8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Tyrone Area Elementary 

School.  To be eligible for Kindergarten, children must 

be five years old before September 1, 2016.  Registration 

forms will be available in the Tyrone Area Elementary 

School Main Office beginning March 15, 2016.  For 

more information, please contact Amanda Kurtz, 

Assistant Principal, at 814-684-1342, extension 2225. 

Preschool and Kindergarten 
Registration Dates Set  

T he Tyrone Area School District recently received 

additional Pre-K Counts funding allowing for an 

additional 18 children to receive full day spots.  This 

funding will also allow for approximately 37 full day K4 

spots and 55 half day K3 and K4 spots for the 2016-2017 

school year.  An additional 85 half day slots are anticipated 

to be available through additional grant funding.   These 

slots are expected to fill quickly and there will be a waiting 

list, so families are encouraged to attend preschool 

registration on March 30 and 31, 2016.   

Pre-K Counts is a state-funded initiative that enables 

school districts, Head Start providers, child care centers and 

nursery schools to deliver high-quality pre-kindergarten to 

three and four-year-old children at no cost to eligible 

families. Children must be between age three and the entry 

age for kindergarten and living in families earning up to 300 

percent of the poverty level (family of four with gross 

income of $71,550). Children may also be impacted by 

other risk factors, such as English Language Learners, 

family in the child welfare system, or having disabilities or 

developmental delays.  If you are interested in learning 

more about the district preschool programs, please call 814- 

684-1342, extension 2701.  

By Amanda Kurtz, Assistant Elementary Principal 

TASD Receives Additional 
Preschool Funding 

N o doubt you are well aware of the status of the state budget process. Likewise, you 

have read and heard of the impact the lack of funding is having on service and support 

organizations as well as school districts.  Tyrone Area School District is not immune to the 

situation despite careful planning on behalf of the school board and administration.  In 

December, the board approved a short term borrowing of up to $10,000,000 to complete the 

2015-16 school year.  The need for this borrowing has been precipitated by the lack of Basic 

Education funding from the state.  The partial allocation of funding, as approved by the 

Governor in December 2015, has brought the district up to an almost even point compared to historical distributions 

from previous years. However, future state allocations are now on hold.  To date, the district has not needed to draw any 

of the funds that have been secured and we should be able to avoid borrowing and associated costs through the end of 

March.  

The budget proposed by the Governor, as designed, had historic increases built in to recover the level of funding to 

schools for programs.  It has not been surprising that there has been a significant divide created over school funding as 

well as many other associated issues.  While the Governor’s budget proposed significant statewide increases in funding, 

the early projections of the formula used to disperse those funds will leave Tyrone and many other local districts with an 

increase close to a 2-3% range.  Many districts in other regions of the state will, however, see increases more along the 

lines of 6-9%.  We have made sure that our local representatives know that while Tyrone has maintained one of the 

lowest costs to educate a child across the entire commonwealth, we do need every dollar possible in state appropriation 

so that we can, to the greatest extent possible, limit the need for increased local taxation.  

The Governor presented his proposed 2016-17 budget on February 9, and the Tyrone Area School Board is required 

to adopt a final budget by June 30. The state budget delay has not only complicated and hampered operations for the 

present year, it will additionally affect budgeting for 2016-17, as we are currently beginning that process. 

By John Clark, Business Administrator 

Effects of State Budget Impasse on TASD  
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T o promote student health and wellness, the Highmark 

Foundation has provided schools in its 49 county 

Pennsylvania service area with funding and resources to create 

healthier school environments that have sustainable and lasting 

change.  The Tyrone Area School District received a $5,000 award 

last fall to promote healthy eating and physical activity, particularly at 

the Tyrone Area Middle School. 

In an initiative to inspire the joy for aerobic activity and strength 

training, along with life-long fitness, TAMS physical education 

teachers, Marcus Owens and Tom Coleman, introduced the seventh 

and eighth grade students to the High School fitness room during the 

2014-15 school year.  Over the school year, the popularity of the 

fitness room grew and both males and females became interested in 

utilizing the equipment as part of their twice weekly physical 

education classes.  Even self-conscious students who are traditionally 

“non-participants” in team sports took an interest in using the 

treadmill, elliptical machine, and stationary bikes. 

The Tyrone Area School District has utilized the current Highmark funding to maintain and add to the cardiovascular 

exercise equipment in the High School fitness room to allow greater student access and opportunity to participate in 

these activities.  In addition, PE teachers will work with students to use technology to track vital statistics related to their 

workouts (changes in BMI, number of calories burned, heartrate changes, etc.), participate in fitness assessments, and set 

personal goals for improved health.  Utilization of the Polar GoFIT Exercise Documentation software and PACER 

(Progressive Aerobic Cardiovascular Endurance Run) Fitness Test will help PE teachers assess students’ aerobic 

capacity, muscular strength, muscular endurance, flexibility, and body composition. 

The Highmark Foundation is a private, charitable affiliate of Highmark, Inc. that supports initiatives and programs 

aimed at improving community health and the TASD is grateful for the financial support that this grant will provide, as 

well as the long-lasting impact on the students of the Tyrone community. 

 

 

 

E arlier in the year, the TASD administration, with the support of the school board, 

approached the Tyrone Area Education Support Professionals Association 

concerning the possibility of shifting cafeteria labor from the district to the onsite 

cafeteria management company.  Nutrition Inc. has been managing the cafeteria program 

in the Tyrone Area School District for over 20 years, including the management of 

employees.  During that time, the employees remained on the district payroll despite the 

management agreement with Nutrition Inc.  Nutrition Inc. has worked very cooperatively 

for many years and has consistently returned balanced financial results for the cafeteria 

program.  Given the long-term relationship and acceptable results, it was reasonable to 

make the shift of staff from the district to the management company.  The Support 

Professionals Association agreed to the change, which took effect February 1, 2016.  

What changes does this bring to the program and what effect does this have on meals 

served to the children?  There are very few differences in the end as essentially the entire 

team of district employees has been hired by Nutrition Inc. and all processes such as payment for meals and menu 

creation will remain the same. Onsite Food Service Director Mr. Andrew Smith stated, “Even though the food service 

workers will be on Nutrition Inc. payroll moving forward, our goal as a food service department has not changed.  We 

will continue to strive every day to provide the best experience in your district’s cafeterias.” 

Cafeteria related questions and concerns will continue to be directed to individual building cafeterias or to the 

district’s onsite food service director at amsmith@tyrone.k12.pa.us. 

By John Clark, Business Administrator 

Mr. Andrew Smith 
Onsite Food Service Director 

Nutrition Inc. 

 

By Leslie Estep, Director of Curriculum and Instruction PreK -12 

Tyrone Area Middle School students workout in 
the fitness room during physical education class.  
A $5,000 grant from the Highmark Foundation 
was used to purchase an additional treadmill, as 
well as fitness tracking software.  

mailto:amsmith@tyrone.k12.pa.us


  Page 7 

Matthew Elder, Full-Time Substitute 
Teacher/Foreign Language 

Mr. Elder is a 2006 graduate of Tyrone 
Area High School and a 2010 graduate of 
the University of Pittsburgh, where he 
earned a Bachelor’s Degree in History and 

English Writing.  In 2011, Mr. Elder graduated from the 
University of Pittsburgh’s Graduate School of Education 
with a Master’s Degree in Teaching. He lives in Tyrone 
with his wife, Shannon, and their dog, Keisel. Mr. Elder 
enjoys reading, taking Keisel for walks with his wife, and 
visiting historic places.   

Kimberly Woomer, Paraprofessional 
Ms. Woomer is a 2005 TAHS graduate.  
She attended the Computer Learning 
Network, graduating from the 
Administrative Assistant Program.  Ms. 
Woomer lives in Tyrone and loves 

spending time with her fiancé and their four-year-old son. 
She enjoys spending time outdoors and traveling.   

Kristen Gormley, Long-Term 
Classroom Substitute Teacher/Grade 5 

Ms. Gormley grew up in Altoona and is a 
graduate of Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High 
School.  She earned a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Elementary Education at the University of 

Pittsburgh at Johnstown and a Master of Education Degree 
at Saint Francis University.  Prior to coming to Tyrone, Ms. 
Gormley taught at St. Rose of Lima School in Altoona.  
She is excited to be a part of the Tyrone community.  

Nick Moist, Technology Aide 
Mr. Moist was born in Carlisle and has 
spent his entire life in Central 

Pennsylvania.  He is a graduate of Mount Aloysius 
College, where he earned a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Information Technology.  Mr. Moist has been working 
with computers for nearly six years and is very interested 
in learning new ways to solve problems.  Outside of 
work, he enjoys playing with his band and taking care of 
his pets.  

OTHER: 

Jessica Anderson—Middle School/High School Special 

Education Coordinator 

Rebecca Barlett—Cyber Academy Coordinator 

Kathy Beigle—Senior Class/Homecoming Co-Advisor 

Pamela Bonta—After School Daycare Lead Teacher/

Paraprofessional 

Justin Brown—Varsity Assistant Swim Coach 

Erica Burger—Majorette Co-Advisor 

Carole Detwiler—Paraprofessional 

Gretchen Gantt—Cafeteria Worker 

Donna Glunt—Daycare Lead Teacher 

Kaylee Harper—Paraprofessional 

Laura Harris—Drama Director 

Carrie Johnson—Paraprofessional 

Kaylee Koller—Majorette Co-Advisor 

Byron Kost—JV/Varsity Assistant Boys Basketball 

Coach 

Jon McCloskey—Junior High Head Wrestling Coach 

Gabrielle McLarren—Daycare Paraprofessional 

Patrick McNelis—Interim Equipment Manager 

Caitie O’Horo—Band Front Advisor & Color Guard 

Advisor 

Tiffany Smith—Senior Class/Homecoming Co-Advisor 

Timothy Smith—Junior High Grade 8 Boys Assistant 

Basketball Coach 

Dan Snyder—Crossing Guard 

Kevin Soellner—Varsity Head Baseball Coach 

Trisha Tuskovich—Cafeteria Worker 

Warren Walk III—Junior High Assistant Wrestling 

Coach 

Adrian Janosik, Technology Consultant 
Mr. Janosik is from Carrolltown.  He 
graduated from Cambria Heights High 
School and attended Mount Aloysius 
College.  Mr. Janosik served 11 years in the 
U.S. Navy as an Aviation Ground Support 

Equipment Technician and a Quality Assurance 
Representative.  He attended YTI Career Institute prior to 
his employment with CJAWS Inc., where he currently 
serves as a network technician, as well as consulting for 
school districts.  Mr. Janosik’s hobbies include remote 
control cars and helicopters, and he would like to take up 
drone racing. 

Teri Beckwith, Cafeteria Worker 
Ms. Beckwith is a 2007 graduate of Tyrone 
Area High School.  Following graduation, 
she attended Altoona Beauty School for 
cosmetology.  Ms. Beckwith lives in 
Tyrone with her husband Trey and daughter 

Baylee.  She loves spending time with her family. 

Julia Fasciano, Cafeteria Worker 
Ms. Fasciano is a cafeteria monitor at 
Tyrone Elementary.  She is also a bus 
driver for Beckwith Buses.  Ms. Fasciano 
has two children, Gabe, who is a student at 
the middle school and Lily, who is a 

student at the elementary school.  She has three dogs and 
two cats.  Ms. Fasciano enjoys reading and spending time 
with her family. 

No Photo 

Available 
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L ast fall, the Tyrone Area School District 

announced the first Employee Recognition  

recipients of the 2015-16 school year.  These 

individuals were nominated by co-workers for their 

dedication and commitment.  Three times each year, 

a committee comprised of professional and support 

staff members and the superintendent reviews  

nominations and selects recipients.     

Left to right:  Julie Patton, Middle/High School Nurse; 

Shelly Carper, Athletic/Transportation Secretary;  Dawn 

Kurtz, Middle School Paraprofessional; Jessica Hetrick, 

Middle School Social Studies Teacher; Melissa Gehlman, 

District Occupational Therapist; Gail Brinkman, 

Elementary School Cafeteria Worker 

 
 

A fter 35 years of service with the Tyrone Area School District, cafeteria employee Gail 

Brinkman retired in December.  “I just felt that it was time,” said Brinkman, “I've 

enjoyed working with all the students over the years.” 

Brinkman is a 1959 graduate of Tyrone High School. She has three children and seven 

grandchildren and plans to spend more time with them now that she is retired. 

Brinkman began her long career with the Tyrone Area School District at the old Logan 

Elementary School.  In her first job, she only worked one hour a day. She later moved to the high 

school and finally back to the new elementary school when that building was opened.  She worked 

there until her retirement. 

Brinkman always enjoyed seeing the kids on a daily basis and working with her fellow 

employees. “I love it when a student sees me on the ‘outside’ and calls me lunch lady,” said 

Brinkman. She considers her former co-workers her “second family” and misses them all.   

Some of her co-workers were surprised to learn that Brinkman had decided to retire.  “We always thought Gail 

would be here forever!  She will be missed.  She is like a mom to all of us,” said Beth Tepsic, who worked with 

Brinkman in the elementary school cafeteria. “On cold winter mornings she would greet us with a warm sweater that she 

warmed up in the dryer and a hug,” she continued, “Gail was always willing to help anyone with their job. She was 

always very dependable.”  

Brinkman may have retired, but that doesn't mean she won’t still be seen at the school and at school events from 

time to time.  “I plan on doing some sub work for the cafeteria and volunteer work for my church and the community,” 

said Brinkman.  “I'll also continue to sell tickets at district sporting events including football, basketball, and volleyball.” 

Best Wishes to Longtime Employee  
By Noel Politza, TAHS 10th Grade Student  

 

 

 

 

T he cast is set and the excitement is building as 

members of the TAHS Drama Club rehearse 

for this year’s spring musical entitled “A Night on 

Broadway.” 

Auditions for the musical were held during the first 

week of January and a cast of 38 performers from 

grades 9 through 12 were selected to be a part of this 

year’s production.  While not everyone who auditioned 

will be performing a solo or duet in the show, no one 

will be left out because everyone who auditioned was 

asked to be a part of the large group production 

numbers that will also be a part of this year’s show.     

This year’s production will feature music from 

shows like “The Phantom of the Opera,” “Grease,” 

“Into the Woods,” “Les Miserables,” “Wicked,” and 

“West Side Story,” just to name a few.    

“A Night on Broadway” will be presented on Friday, 

April 8th and Saturday, April 9th at 7:00 p.m. in the 

TAHS auditorium.  Tickets will be available in the High 

School main office beginning Tuesday, March 1st — 

$8.00/reserved and $6.00/general admission. 

By Laura Harris, TAHS Drama Club Director/Coach 

Gail Brinkman 
35 Years of Service 


